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have no fear of the verdict which his countrymen would
ultimately render.

The President listened to me attentively, earnestly,
occasionally interrupting me with affirming exclamations,
and with expressions of contempt at impeachment threats.

I suggested the appointment of one of the Blairs to be
Secretary of War. Seward, Thurlow Weed, and his tribe
hated and had abused the Blairs and tried to get up a
prejudice against them, but they were bold, fearless,
honest men whom Stanton feared. Were Frank Blair
.appointed, Stanton, who, though a blusterer, is a coward,
would fly out of one door as Frank entered at the other.
The President laughed and cordially assented.

August 10, Saturday. Gave the President some papers
left with me by Doctor Duhamell and Captain Chandler
concerning Conover, alias Dunham. The Intelligencer
this A.M. contains the report of Assistant Attorney-
General Binckley and documents referred to him in that
case.

Talked with the President about the case, and also
the course of Stanton. Again repeated my wish that he
would not permit himself to be made an instrument to
break down the Constitution and destroy the character
of the government. If for this Congress would impeach,
let them. But in order to meet this question he would
need a new Secretary of War, one who is reliable and true.
"Who," asked the President, "is the man?" He read to
me a telegram from Senator Dixon, advising the removal
of Stanton forthwith, and the appointment of Steedman.
I asked if Steedman was better than Frank Blair. He
answered no, but hesitated, and looked inquiringly at me.
I comprehended his meaning and admitted there is a pre-
judice against the Blairs, created in a great degree by
Seward's man Weed, in which others of that school had

1 Doctor William Duhamel, chief physician in the United States prison
In the District of Columbia.